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Policy Suggestions for Soil Contamination Prevention and Management of
' Inactive or Abandoned Metal Mines

Yong-Ha Park* - Kyung-Won Seo

Korea Environment Institute

ABSTRACT

Attempts were made to analyze the national policy of soil contamination prevention and management of inactive or
abandoned metal (IAM) mines in Korea. This approach focused on legal systems and legislation, remediation technology
development, and the arrangement or distribution of budgets pertaining to national policy since the mid 1990’s.
Prevention of Mining Damage and Recovery Act enacted. Defines the roles, responsibility and budget of the government
when recovering mine damages. However, in 2005 there still remains to improve the national policy of soil contamination
prevention and management of IAM mines. Analysis of national and industrialized foreign countries including the United
States, the United Kingdom, and the Netherlands suggest the following improvements: i) arranging distinct regulations
between strict and non-strict liability criteria for potentially responsible parties; limiting innocent and non-strict liability
depending on the period of incurred mining activity, ii} enhancing participation of local communities by enforcing law and
legislation, iii) establishing a national database system of (potentially) IAM contaminated sites based on the Website-
Geographic Information System, iv) carrying out site-specific risk assessments and remediation of IAM contaminated
sites, v) preparation and distribution of clean-up fund at mine sites adequately, and vi) technology development for the
cleaning of IAM contaminated sites; awarding positive incentives of a legal nature for participants applying newly
developed technology in IAM mines.

Key words : Inactive or abandoned metal (IAM) mines, Soil contamination, Prevention of Mining Damage, Policy
analysis, Policy suggestions
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Table 1. Related laws for soil contamination investigation and remediation of inactive or abandoned metalliferous mines
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Table 2. Remediation cost of 906 inactive or abandoned metal mines from 1995 to 2004
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Fig. 1. Government expenses for reclamation of 115 inactive or abandoned metal mines from 1995 to 2005 (reorganizing the data of

Ministry of Environment, 2005).
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Table 3. Demanding information and data for efficient management and remediation of the soil contamination sites
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